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Current situation in Liberia
Rabies is one of the priority diseases listing 
in the Integrated Disease Surveillance and 

Response (IDSR) Guidelines and the 
Governance Manual of the One Health 

Platform 
• Human rabies

• Increase number of dog bite cases 
reported weekly has claimed the 
attention of all sectors 

• From Jan 2018: Over 950 cases of 
dog/animal bite reported

• PEP distributed to public hospitals 
with support from WHO 



Current situation in Liberia

Animal rabies
• Central Vet Laboratory (CVL) now

equipped and staff trained to
conduct rabies diagnosis with
support from FAO and Swiss TPH

• Animal rabies first diagnosed in
Liberia by CVL and confirmed by
Padova Lab in Italy in 2018

Despite these activities, Liberia 
is only now starting to work 
towards rabies control and 

elimination – needed a way to 
plan for the way forward





Premise of meeting

The National Rabies stakeholders workshop was attended by multi-
sectors - Selection was based on multi-sectoral approach for ONE 

HEALTH



Premise of meeting

• Meeting focus:
• Stepwise Approach toward Rabies Elimination (SARE) assessment for Liberia
• Development of a Practical Workplan for the Liberia’s pending activities
• Determination of Liberia’s Global Dog Rabies Elimination Pathway (GDREP)

• Envisaged outcome: Short-term rabies action plan that can be 
funded and used in a short period of time.



SARE Assessment
• Over two days, the SARE assessment was 

completed by the participants

• The SARE tool was used as follows: 
• Measure progress
• Acknowledged successful activities 
• identify gaps and areas to improve on

• Liberia’s assessment conducted and scored 
1.5



SARE Assessment



SARE Assessment

Improving this needs an action plan



Practical workplan developed
• Over three days, a “Short-term rabies 

action plan” was developed using the 
SARE tool.

• Pending activities identified from the 
SARE were used to automatically 
develop a practical workplan for the 
country

• The workplan was updated based on 
inputs from the various stakeholders 
within the TWG  



GDREP assessment

The GDREP tool was used to estimate the amount needed 
annually towards rabies elimination



Workshop summary
• Over a period of one week, Liberia undertook:
• a comprehensive SARE assessment, 
• cost estimation for rabies control and 
• developed an action plan for the way forward

• Guidance during this process was provided by various subject matter experts 
from US-CDC, GARC, USAID, WHO, FAO and OIE



The “Next Steps”

• Validation of the National Action Plan
• Advocacy for support of the planned activities
• Conduct Dog population and KAP surveys
• Increase public awareness on rabies prevention and control 
• Conduct Dog Vaccination annually
• Continue on-going surveillance
• Celebration of World Rabies Day 2018
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